





LANDSCAPE: Clean lines, functional plant materials are signature

PAUL E, RODRIGUEZ, THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER
RELA X: Two simple and comfortable loungers invite visitors to
take it easy on the Fenmore patio.
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living. They've been creating
simple but sophisticated land-
scapes in Southern California
for over 12 years through their
landscape design company,
Front Porch Creations, and
they've launched a new ven-
ture, Nurture, to maintain
what they install.

The front and back of their
house are not over-the-top, but
landscapes that lend an orga-
nie element to the site. Clean
lines and functional plant ma-
terial are their signature style.

From the eurb, you eould
certainly say the Fenmores
have distinctive taste.

“I feel pretty passionate
aboul ereating spaces that are
both beautiful and useful,”
Chris said. “Without a lot of
fuss. I try to achieve complex-
ity without spending a lot of
money.”

Chris has a unique take on
living outdoors that she brings
to the business. She grew up
camping with a grandfather
who considered setting up a
campsite an art form.

T can’t' help but' always
think about how the outdoors
works when I design a land-
scape. Where will the food be

prepared, where is a comfort-
able place to sit, where is the
hest place to play?” she said.

In a landscape industry that
is often plant-focused, Chris
doesn't design so much from a
botanical perspective as she
does from a functional one.

“I wanted to create a com-
plete al fresco experience for
my family,” she said of her and
Eirie’s own landscape.

Here are the elements of
their signature look:

Color scheme: Chris likes to
start with moody base colors
such as browns, grays and
tans. “I try to bring in colors
with richness and depth,” she
said. She adds econtrast by us-
ing those colors from their dar-
kest to their lightest. Then, she
finishes with a punch. “I like to
pop in greens and yellows or
oranges. You need pop colors.
The sun is so strong in South-

OUTDOOR ROOM:

A fireplace Is finished
in Venetian plaster and
decorated with a metal
sculpture found in a
thrift shop. A Parsons-
style patio cover
shades the dining area.
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ern California, anything neu-
tral just gets washed out.”

Favorite plants: “I love fo-
liage, contrast, and color,” she
said. Favorite plants are Ficus
nitida, Pittosporum tenuifoli-
umn, olive, purple leaf plum,
echeveria, Joseph's Coat
climbing rose, ajuga and box-
wood,

Favorite hardscape elements:
Chris loves brick, colored con-
crete with aggregate peeking
through, Lompoe {lagstone,
gravel in pots and gravel used
as mulch in planters. “The
more texture the better,”

Venetian plaster (for an out-
door fireplace) and black fin-
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949-673-5450
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ished concrete for counters
and  benches? “Concrete
makes the best outside coun-
tertops. Much better than tile.”
Soft finishes: Chris provides
lots of cushy comfort. “I like to
use pillows in outdoor fabries. |
prefer wood furniture to soften
the lines,” she said. Parsons-
style shade structures are a fa-
vorite. She completes an out-
door living area with colorful
glassware for entertaining.
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